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Administration Officer’s Report - Neil Fuller
In this report I can say that it has been an extremely slow and frustrating start to the Year. There has been progress in regards to the Governance Review and some suggested changes, but until the Association addresses its future and the direction it wishes to take, the Administration of the Association has been just that, administration.

For me this highlights the need to streamline all aspects of the Association but we do need to continue to involve passionate members as delegates, but these delegates must be proactive for all members throughout the Association and not just the members of their club in mind.

I continue to fulfil the Associations obligations to attend A-Net and D-Net meetings despite increasing my workload away from the Association. This has made an impact on my own time management with most work now being done from home after hours.

For this reason I will be reviewing my position, as I need to reduce my level of commitment but am happy to remain in my role until such time the Association can determine its future and hopefully survival.

The ORS has again questioned the unspent Grant money from the Gym and Fitness Centre and we will most likely have to repay this amount of $1695.

President's Report – Michael Zannis
I'm wishing to thank everyone who attended the information sessions held in conjunction with the Office of Recreation and Sport.  I believe strongly that they were integral meetings for both negative and positive feedback concerning the governance review.  I hope everyone felt comfortable enough to express their views in the full knowledge that ORS was willing to listen, explain and re-assure. The review and the implementation of its recommendations will hopefully underpin the revival of blind sports in South Australia. 
With any implementation of a closer working relationship with any outside organisations, comes the responsibility to protect the integrity of our Blind Sporting Clubs but to also recognise where opportunities for improvement lie.  The BSSA neither has the resources, capabilities nor time to fully develop our current sports, or to undertake development of any new ones.  We must have a stronger focus on recruiting numbers to our sports or face continued diminishing participation levels and funding.

Karen Cornaggia

BSSA wishes to pass on to John and his family its sympathy at the passing of Karen on 26 April 2009 after a long illness
Cricket Club
The previous two months have been extremely busy and successful for the SABCC.  Congratulations to our Australian Blind Cricketers who represented our State well in the Ashes series against England.

On the weekend of February 21-22 our club attended our National Parent Body's AGM in Sydney.  No longer does a delegate system exist for the Australian Blind Cricket Council. However, a limited guaranteed Company with four directors has been constituted under the name of Blind Cricket Australia.  Quite revolutionary changes are afoot in blind cricket to maintain and develop our sport.  Closer links with Cricket Australia will be undertaken in the hope of financial, logistical and developmental support.  Agreement was reached that all b1's playing cricket will wear blacked-out glasses to ensure the integrity of the category.  National Championships will take place in Sydney at the end of the year with two National Training Camps also to be held.

The SABCC has been energised by the acceptance of Blind Cricket Australia for South Australia to host a National Training Camp on 25, 26 and  27 April 2009.  We are excited by the acceptance of seven of our players into this first training Camp.  Congratulations to Mark Haskett, Michael Zannis and Nick Carossa who have previously represented Australia with distinction.  Enormous congratulations to Kieran Murphy, Norton Armstrong, Ishlal Ahmed and his brother Tahia Ahmed who have been selected for their first National Training Camp.

Every Tuesday fortnight at the Adelaide Oval indoor nets we are training between 5:15 and 7:30 pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend with coaching and skill development concentrated on.

Lawn Bowls – Ray McKay
Nationals WA -   Due to changes in personal circumstances, Maureen Clothier has with-drawn from the State Team.  Interstate replacements are being sought to maintain a competitive team and accommodation and airline bookings are being adjusted to suit.

Nationals SA - Invitation and Information folders have been made and will be given to each state at the Nationals in WA.

Port Noarlunga Trip. -  Thanks mainly to Beryl Woodall, 16 Members had a most enjoyable day being treated to excellent hospitality, a lovely lunch and a very friendly social competition of lawn bowls.  12 ends were played in the morning and 11 in the afternoon culminating in a win for SABBC.  A donation of $530 was presented to Kath by the president of Pt Noarlunga Bowling Club.  The day next year SABBC is planning a special occasion to commemorate the long time support by PNBC.

Very Sad News.   Long time Member and past Director Michelle Arbon passed away unexpectedly on Sunday 22nd of March in the RAH.  All Members of SABBC express their heartfelt sympathy and offer their condolences to her family and in particular to her partner Ron Fawkes and her sister Rebecca.  Her funeral was held at Handoff on Monday at 2:00pm.

BSSA News.   The special meeting held on Monday 23 Feb as noted in the last newsletter was attended by three representatives from SABBC as well as Members from the Association of BIB.  Reports indicate that all is good and that the RSB may support a BSSA Development Officer.  SABBC will maintain its affiliation with BSSA and assist other positive developments as they arise.

Sick List.   Karen is still battling on.  We are thinking of her and will keep you informed as to her progress.

Bernie was looking very well at the Pt Noarlunga Day - ONYA Bernie

Diary Dates
May 19 – 29
30th National Championships WA.
Don’t forget that the World Blind Bowls Championships are being held in Victoria from April 18 to May 8.  Kath Murrell (ABBA President) and Mick Toovey (National Selector) will be flying from one side of Australia (Vic) to the other (WA) within a short period of time.

Friday Fortnight Indoor Bowls – 12 & 26 June, 10 & 24 July, 7 & 21 August and 4 September 2009.
Visiting teams are being organised by Maureen Clothier.  More details to follow.  These days are very enjoyable and include a raffle, lunch and prizes.  Money raised goes towards the cost of running the entire club’s business.
Indoor Bias Bowls

The Monday Indoor Bias bowlers held their AGM on Monday 20 April 2009 and the committee is as follows:- Des Warner- President, Susan Earles Secretary, Sally Dashwood - Treasurer  and Susan Earles - Club delegate.

Swish – Blind Table Tennis

This low impact, fast and furious game that is sweeping the world is 
making a popular come back.
Regardless of your fitness levels, age, degree of blindness or low vision, 
any one can play this game at a competent level, either as an individual or as a team member.  It is one of the few sports where a person who is totally blind can compete not only against peers but against those who are fully sighted at an equal level.
There are sighted teams who wish to challenge Blind and Vision 
impaired players at this game.
Anthony Clarke is kindly offering his home as a meeting place, 
so all that is needed now are some V.I.P players to accept these challenges.
Swish will be played on the first Saturday of every month.
Refreshments will be made available plus a spa to recover in afterwards.
Time:               2:00pm until 4:00pm.
Where:            25 Cressy Ave Windsor Gardens.
Cost:               gold coin donation.
Contact person:    Anthony Clarke
Phone:              8261 3715
Email:              antclarke@cobweb.com.au
Public transport users a number of options are possible.
No matter which way you catch a bus, either from the Paradise Interchange via the Oban or from Main North East Road via the City the stop to get off at is 29.b on Shudoltz Road.
Buses to catch from the Paradise Interchange: 503, 506, 507, 273, 208.
Buses to catch directly from the city: 208, 273
Buses to catch from Modbury Interchange: 503, 506, 507.
If previously arranged, someone can meet you at the bus stop and show you the way to the venue which is approximately 100 metres from the bus stop.
Please feel free to contact me for any additional information.
Regards, Anthony Clarke
Swimming

Back in March Kieran Murphy returned from the 2009 Telstra Championships which were held in Sydney where he qualified for the 400 Freestyle final taking 7 seconds off his personal best time, then a further 3 seconds off his time in the final.

Kieran has been selected for the Paralympic Flippers Squad and will represent Australia at the Arafura Games in May.  
 Calendar of Events
	May
	2

2
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9

9 - 17
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16

16

18

19 -29

23

23

25

30

30

30 - 5 June
	BVI Gym and Fitness at Gilles Plains
Townsend House Southern fitness group
Monday Indoor Bowls

BVI Gym and Fitness at Gilles Plains
Townsend House Southern fitness group
Arafura Games incorporated with the Oceania Paralympic  Championships, Darwin  NT

Monday indoor Bowls

BVI Gym and Fitness at Gilles Plains
Townsend House Southern fitness group
Monday indoor Bowls

30th National Championships WA

BVI Gym and Fitness at Gilles Plains
Townsend House Southern fitness group
Monday Indoor Bowls

BVI Gym and Fitness at Gilles Plains
Townsend House Southern fitness group
Ten Pin Bowling,- Australian Disability Championships, Sunshine, Victoria
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SABAC
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SABAC
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BSSA
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	June
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6
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13

13

15

20

20

22

26

27

27

29
	Monday Indoor Bowls

BVI Gym and Fitness at Gilles Plains
Townsend House Southern fitness group
Friday Social Indoor Bowls fortnight – concluding 4 September 2009
BVI Gym and Fitness at Gilles Plains
Townsend House Southern fitness group
Monday Indoor Bowls

BVI Gym and Fitness at Gilles Plains
Townsend House Southern fitness group
Monday Indoor Bowls

Friday Social Indoor Bowls 

BVI Gym and Fitness at Gilles Plains
Townsend House Southern fitness group

Monday Indoor Bowls
	ABIB

SABBC

BSSA

SABBC

BSSA

SABAC

ABIB

BSSA

SABAC

ABIB

SABBC

BSSA

SABAC
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	July
	6
10
13
20
24

25
25

26
	Monday indoor Bowls

Friday Social Indoor Bowls 

Monday Indoor Bowls

Monday Indoor Bowls

Friday Social Indoor Bowls
BVI Gym and Fitness at Gilles Plains

Townsend House Southern fitness group
Monday Indoor Bowls
	ABIB

SABBC

ABIB

ABIB

SABBC

BSSA

SABAC

ABIB


Club Delegates

Athletics


Sam Rickard
  sams2slow@hotmail.com
     

Goalball

         Jenny Flood        
  fjflood@aandr.com.au
BVI Tenpin Bowling
Larry Kent     
lkent13@gotalk.net.au
Cricket


Michael Zannis      mzannis@esc.net.au 
Indoor Bowls

Susan Earles         susanbowls@internode.on.net
Judo



Anthony Clarke
   antclarke@cobweb.com.au 

Lawn Bowls

Doreen Smith
     drias@bigpond.com 

Powerlifting

Damien Henderson  hendy05@bigpond.com 

Swimming


Heidi Meakins
     heidijm71@bigpond.com 

Tandem Cycling 
Felicity Johnson
     Tel:-- 0404 836 827


A Reflection on the 2008 Beijing Paralympics 

Anthony Clarke 

For any athlete trying to gain a spot in the Paralympic Team has a hard but rewarding road ahead of them. Qualifying usually starts 3 years prior to the Games and the amount of travel is enormous, especially in the last 12 months before the Games. 

For example, for myself the period between May and September I had only been home for a total of 3 weeks.  I had 4 by 2 week training camps in Perth, one tournament in Sydney, another tournament in Lithuania where I won a Bronze Medal and then 3 weeks in China.    

The Beijing Paralympics was my fifth and final games.  I came equal 9th, I had a total of 2 fights, one to Russia and the other to Spain.  Although I was happy with my performance I lost both of these fights.  Russia won the Gold and the Spanish gentlman came fifth. Over all a very tough tournament, as only the top 12 in the world were selected for these Games.   

A lot of things go on at the Games that most people don’t hear of, for example: 

Some of the countries that were there were countries that were still in some sort of war or were post a recent war.  These teams often had no equipment, uniforms or medical staff.  So the richer countries like Australia, New Zealand, and Canada etc would sponsor a country or a specific sport and get them the equipment they needed and access to their medical staff. It was sad to see that some of these athletes with artificial legs were literally a carved tree branch,  and even worse when the fireworks went off at the opening and closing ceremony that some of these athletes who were still not so long fighting in a war  would fall to the ground as an automatic response to loud explosions.  These things make you realize how lucky we are here in safe Australia.

I also volunteered a lot of my spare time after my event to the Australian Embassy.  

The Embassy used me as a role model and as a Spokes Person to promote technologies related to people with disabilities at a function for the potential sponsors of a Cochlea Implant Programme for the hearing impaired.  I also gave a motivational presentation and a musical concert for an orphanage for children and young adults with scistic thrombosis and over all a very busy and rewarding time. 

This was my fifth and final Paralympics and one thing has become clear to me observing other athletes from all around the world, that regardless of colour of skin, religion gender and disability, that if you have the passion and the determination anything is possible, and that living in such a rich country as ours with all its opportunities available to people with a disability, that the only thing stopping us from achieving our potential is oneself. 
Next Edition

If there is anything you wish to have published in the next edition, please forward on to me your details and I’ll be more than happy to write it in for you as the next copy will go out sometime later this year. 

Editor: - Leonore Scott  Tel - 8241 7040  Fax - 8241 7040 –
 Mobile  041983 0601  Email: - lscott@chariot.net.au
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